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SUBJECT: PRESS GUIDANCE 

1 . FOLLOWING GUIDANCE WAS PREPARED FOR APRIL 22 PRESS 
BRIEFING: 

QUOTE 

Q: A CHOSEN SOREN PRESS REPRESENTATIVE IN A BY-LINED 
NYTIMES PIECE TODAY, CALLS ATTENTION TO WHAT HE SAYS IS 
THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION S WILLINGNESS TO APPROACH NORTH 
KOREA. CAN YOU PROVIDE CONFIRMATION OF THIS AND GIVE US 
THE DETAILS? HE ALSO MENTIONS HUMAN RIGHTS AS AN ELEMENT 
IN US POLICY. CAN YOU PROVIDE ANY COMMENT ON THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS SITUATION IN NORTH KOREA? 

A: WE BELIEVE THAT VITAL TO ANY PEACE IN THE AREA IS THE 
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RESUMPTION OF DIRECT TALKS BETWEEN SOUTH AND NORTH KOREA. 

AS FOR THE UNITED STATES. WE ARE FULLY PREPARED TO ENGAGE 
IN DISCUSSIONS WITH NORTH KOREA ABOUT ESTABLISHING 
A MORE PERMANENT PEACE IN THE PENINSULA PROVIDED THE 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA (SOUTH KOREA) IS A PARTICIPANT 
IN THOSE TALKS. OBVIOUSLY, SOUTH KOREA, 
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PEOPLE WITH A DYNAMIC ECONOMY, AND AN ACCEPTED POSITION 
IN THE WORLD, SHOULD BE A PARTY TO ANY TALKS WHICH AFFECT 
ITS FUTURE SECURITY. 

THE ARTICLE ALSO MADE A REFERENCE TO HUMAN RIGHTS 
WHICH WE FIND PARADOXICAL. AS EVERYONE KNOWS, WE HAVE 
BREN CRITICAL OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN SOUTH 
KOREA. IN OUR OPINION, HOWEVER, GIVEN THE NATURE OF THE 
NORTH KOREAN REGIME, HUMAN RIGHTS AS WE KNOW THEM JUST 
DON'T EXIST IN THE NORTH. 

Q: WHAT SORT OF CONTACT, IF ANY, HAS THERE BEEN BETWEEN 
THE UNITED STATES AND NORTH KOREA SINCE THE CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION TOOK OFFICE? 

A: AS HAS BEEN REPORTED, THERE HAVE BEEN SOME PRO-FORMA 
CONTACTS WITH NORTH KOREA. THE NORTH KOREANS, THROUGH 
INTERMEDIARIES, HAVE PASSED US MESSAGES WITH VIEWS SIMILAR 
TO THOSE IN THE TIMES ARTICLE. OUR RESPONSES HAVE 
BEEN AS WE INDICATED ABOVE. END QUOTE 

2. NO QUESTIONS ON KOREA WERE ASKED AT BRIEFING. 
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